‘ \ ‘ Northeastern
Center for Research Innovation

Protecting Inventions: from Disclosure to Patent

Rhonda Kivlin
Manager., Intellectual Property and Compliance



-
Piert Fe pslern
A Center for Research iInnowation

WHAT IS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP)?

1GINAL TARTE

TRADE SECRET

Formulas, practices, processes,

designs, instruments, patterns,
efc.

2NALON

TRADEMARK

Brand, symbol, or words that

represent a company or
product.

Expression of an idea, such as
a book, journal article, or
software.

PATER
Invention that is useful, novel,
and non-obvious.



FINANCIAL VALUE

SOCIETAL VALUE
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IP AT NORTHEASTERN BEGINS WITH A DISCLOSURE

Are there
inventors from

other
institutions?

What is the

commercial
potential?




Always...
ALWAYS

disclose to
CRI FIRST




IDF TO PATENT TIMELINE

Online Invention iEdison reporting
(if necessary)

Disclosure Form
(IDF)

O O &
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REPORTING TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS A MUST
OTHERWISE, WE LOSE RIGHTS
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THE PATENT LIFECYCLE

Provisionals give one year protection.

Do not undergo examination and are not
published.

US is “first to file" not first to invent. The
provisional establishes the “priority date” for
patent protection.

At the end of the year, we can file a US or an
international application.
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AN ISSUED PATENT IS NOT WHERE IT ALL ENDS

FURTHER
PATENT
APPLICATIONS

IMPROVEMENTS
TO INVENTION
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