
The Challenges for Health,  
Equity and the Law

CHANGE
C L I M AT E 

A N N U A L  H E A L T H  L A W  C O N F E R E N C E          
A P R I L  1 4 - 1 5 ,  2 0 2 2

CO-HOSTS 

Northeastern University  
Law Review
Northeastern  
Health Law Society

In person at Egan Research Center at Northeastern  
University in Boston and online via Zoom. 



9:00  AM      WELCOME 
James Hackney, Dean and Professor 
of Law, Northeastern University  
School of Law 
Jonathan Kahn, Professor of Law  
and Biology; Co-Faculty Director, 
Center for Health Policy and Law, 
Northeastern University 

9:15 AM  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Dr. Cheryl Holder, Associate 
Dean for Diversity, Equity, Inclusivity, 
and Community Initiatives, Herbert 
Wertheim College of Medicine,  
Florida International University   

10:15 AM      PLENARY PANEL 
MODERATOR: 

Jonathan Kahn, Professor of Law  
and Biology; Co-Faculty Director, 
Center for Health Policy and Law, 
Northeastern University 
PANELISTS:

Kristie Ebi, Professor of Global Health 
and Professor of Environmental 
and Occupational Health Sciences, 
University of Washington
Sonal Jessel, Director of Policy,  
WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
Stephen Latham, Senior Research 
Scientist and Director, Yale 
Interdisciplinary Center for  
Bioethics, Yale University 

11:30 AM      BREAK 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE    

2:00 PM      WELCOME 
Jennifer Lea Huer LLM’14, 
Managing Director, Center for 
Health Policy and Law; Lecturer, 
Bouvé College of Health Sciences, 
Northeastern University 
Jaclyn Blickley ’22, Co-Editor- 
in-Chief, Northeastern University 
Law Review
Alexandra Wood ’23,  
Co-Executive Articles Editor, 
Northeastern University Law 
Review

2:10 PM  

Protecting Tribal Public 
Health from Climate 
Change Impacts
Heather Tanana, Assistant 
Research Professor, The University 
of Utah S.J. Quinney College  
of Law

2:35 PM  

Addressing the Health 
Risks of Climate-Related 
Migration in Fragile and 
Conflict-Affected Settings
Alexandra Tarzikhan ’18, 
Schuette Clinical Fellow in  
Health and Human Rights,  
Center for International Human 
Rights, Northwestern Pritzker 
School of Law 

3:00 PM  

Climate Change and 
Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights
Morgan Murray, Research 
Consultant, RestoreHER 
US.America

3:25 PM      Q&A

3:45 PM     BREAK

3:50 PM  

Climate Collisions: 
Mapping the Intersections 
Between Safety, Health, 
and Environmental  
Justice in the Age of 
Climate Change
Jeremiah Goulka, Senior Fellow 
and Director of Justice Policy, 
Health in Justice Action Lab, 
Northeastern University School  
of Law 

4:15 PM  

The Prospect and Perils  
of Climate Preemption  
for Public Health 
Sarah Fox, Associate Professor of 
Law, Northern Illinois University 
College of Law 

4:40 PM       Q&A AND WRAP-UP

5:00 PM        RECEPTION 

THURSDAY, APRIL 14 FRIDAY, APRIL 15

Authors will present on papers that will be published in  
an upcoming issue of the Northeastern University Law Review. 

SCAN QR CODE  
FOR BIOGRAPHIES

This year’s conference is hosted in 
collaboration with the Northeastern  
University Law Review and the  
Northeastern Health Law Society. 

Thank you to our amazing health  
law student volunteers! 

https://law.northeastern.edu/academics/centers/health-law/events/annual-health-law-conference/


11:45 AM   
CONCURRENT SESSIONS I 

Healthcare Systems  
and Climate Change 
MODERATOR: 

Matthew Eckelman, Associate 
Professor, Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, Northeastern University
PANELISTS:

Brian Chesebro, MD, Medical 
Director, Environmental Stewardship, 
Providence Oregon
Amy Hall, Director, Office of 
Legislation, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services; Staff Director, 
Committee on Ways and Means,  
US House of Representatives
Dr. Jonathan Slutzman, Instructor  
in Emergency Medicine; Director, 
Center for the Environment and Health; 
Medical Director for Environmental 
Sustainability, Massachusetts  
General Hospital

Interdisciplinary 
Collaboration with the  
Natural Environment:  
Ways to Address Legal and 
Public Health Ramifications  
of Climate Change
MODERATOR:

Jill Krueger, Director, Northern Region 
Office, Network for Public Health Law
PANELISTS:

Natasha DeJarnett, Assistant 
Professor of Environmental Medicine, 
University of Louisville School  
of Medicine 
Leah Prussia, Associate Professor, 
Masters in Social Work Program,  
The College of St. Scholastica
Heidi Roop, Assistant Professor 
of Climate Science, University of 
Minnesota; Director, Minnesota  
Climate Adaptation Partnership

1:00 PM      LUNCH 

2:15 PM   
CONCURRENT SESSIONS II 

Planning and Jurisdictional 
Issues in Organizing 
Responses to Extreme  
Heat Events
MODERATOR:

Jason A. Smith, Associate Professor, 
Department of Public Health, California 
State University, East Bay
PANELISTS:

Cara Horowitz, Andrew Sabin Family 
Foundation Co-Executive Director, 
Emmett Institute on Climate Change 
and the Environment; Co-Director, 
UCLA Environmental Law Clinic,  
UCLA School of Law 
Michael T. Schmeltz, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Public Health, 
California State University, East Bay
V. Kelly Turner, Assistant Professor  
of Urban Planning and Geography, 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs 

A Human Rights Lens  
to Climate Change 
MODERATOR:

Martha Davis, University Distinguished 
Professor of Law; Co-Director, Program 
on Human Rights and the Global 
Economy; Faculty Director, NuLawLab, 
Northeastern University School of Law 
PANELISTS: 

Alfred Brownell, Executive Director, 
Green Advocates; Tom and Andi 
Bernstein Visiting Human Rights Fellow, 
Yale Law School
Rosa Celorio, Associate Dean for 
International and Comparative Legal 
Studies and Burnett Family Professorial 
Lecturer in International and 
Comparative Law and Policy,  
George Washington Law School
Sébastien Jodoin, Associate Professor 
and Canada Research Chair in Human 
Rights, Health, and the Environment, 
McGill University Faculty of Law

3:30 PM      BREAK

3:45 PM   
CONCURRENT SESSIONS III 

Climate Change Litigation 
MODERATOR:

Richard Daynard, University 
Distinguished Professor of Law; 
President, Public Health Advocacy 
Institute, Northeastern University 
School of Law  
PANELISTS:

Benjamin Frate, Leslie Parker Hume 
Graduate Fellow, Stanford University 
Matthew F. Pawa, Partner, 
Environmental Practice, Sweeger Weiss
Staci Rubin ’09, Vice President, 
Environmental Justice, Conservation 
Law Foundation 

Resiliency:  
Native Community and  
US Island Territories 
MODERATOR:

Stephen E. Flynn, Professor 
of Political Science; Founding 
Director, Global Resilience Institute, 
Northeastern University
PANELISTS: 

John Englander, Executive Director, 
Caribbean Center for Rising Seas, 
Puerto Rico Science, Technology and 
Research Trust
Roger Fragua,  Co-Founder and 
Executive Director, Flower Hill Institute 
Gilberto Guevara, Senior Director, 
Caribbean Center for Rising Seas, 
Puerto Rico Science, Technology and 
Research Trust
Michael McDonald, Executive 
Director, Health Initiatives Foundation, 
Inc., and Coordinator, Resilient 
American Communities Initiative (RAC) 
Jerry Pardilla, Former Chief, Penobscot 
Tribal Nation; Director, Office of 
Environmental Resource Management, 
United South and Eastern Tribes

5:00 PM   
CONFERENCE CONCLUDES
  

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE    
ALL EVENTS OCCUR AT EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME.


